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By CHRISTIAN NOLAN

The last Connecticut federal judge to be nominated to the 2nd Circuit 
Court of Appeals encountered a firestorm of political opposition. 

Most everyone expects smoother sailing for Christopher Droney.
Described by acquaintances and former colleagues as bright, sin-

cere and fair, Droney was nominated last week by President Barack 
Obama to the New York-based appeals court. Droney, of West Hart-
ford, has been a federal judge in Connecticut since then-President Bill 
Clinton appointed him in 1997.

The federal appeals court seat became available after Obama nomi-
nated Sonia Sotomayor to the U.S. Supreme Court. Droney’s nomina-
tion still requires confirmation by the U.S. Senate.

“He’s a wonderful guy, a great selection,” longtime U.S. District 
Court Judge Alan Nevas, who’s now retired from the bench, said of 
Droney.

“It’s a choice that I think will move through [the U.S. Senate] pretty 
easily and smoothly,” continued Nevas. “I don’t think he’ll be contro-
versial at all. The Republicans on the Senate Judiciary Committee have 

By THOMAS B. SCHEFFEY

It is now in the hands of the people.
After weeks of riveting testimony to a packed courtroom, the 

jury of four men and two women who represent “the people” in our 
justice system will decide whether St. Francis Hospital and Medical 
Center failed to properly supervise a doctor who snapped thousands 
of photos of naked children in “growth” studies while he masturbated 
them.

The jurors will not only decide the facts, and establish liability or a 
lack thereof in the sensational case. They will also send a signal about 
community values in today’s society.

The trial of the hospital on claims of negligent supervision and 
breach of its special duty to children ended with attorney Michael 
Stratton of New Haven, for plaintiff John Doe No. 2, deploring the 
“disgusting” practices the hospital failed to detect. Paul Williams, of 
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Mark Hirschbeck was in 
the major leagues for 15 
years – as an umpire. Then 
his hip went bad and a 
replacement joint shattered 
inside his body. The Ansonia 
resident recently settled his 
lawsuit with the prosthetic 
manufacturer. 
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In Search Of a KIller’S fIleSIn Search Of a KIller’S fIleS

Journalist’s quest launches open records fight 

By MARIE P. GRADYBy MARIE P. GRADY

call it the case of the missing files.
More than 80 years after Connecticut’s most notori-

ous suspected female serial killer was committed to a state 
hospital, her medical files have vanished without a trace. 
The search for the records of Amy Archer Gilligan – who 
inspired the play and film “Arsenic and Old Lace” — has 
led to a freedom of information battle involving a journal-
ist, the Connecticut Valley Hospital and state Freedom of 

Information Commission.Information Commission.
The case also has two state entities asking for the help 

of the Attorney General’s Office – the hospital to dismiss a 
freedom of information complaint and the state librarian 
seeking advice on whether he should pursue what hap-
pened to the missing records that were in the hospital’s 
care.

Ron Robillard, a journalist for 39 years, started seek-
ing the medical records of Gilligan and related admin-
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WEll JudGEd
Colleagues praise Droney, predict 

confirmation to 2nd Circuit post   

Jury Weighs Sides
In Hospital Trial
Plaintiff in pedophile doctor 

case wants $5-$8 million
Amy Archer Gilligan once operated an old-age home in 
Windsor. Accused of killing off her patrons, she was the 
inspiration for the film ‘Arsenic and Old Lace.’
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