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Liability

Building codes and standards

® Playgrounds

@ Maintenance Standard of Care @ Snow and ice control

® Retail and commercial facilities ® Slip resistance

® Human factors of balance, perception
and anticipation

@ Safety and security

® Stair, ramp and walkway design
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Truck and Bus Engineers
and Designers, Crash
Reconstruction Experts,
Professional Drivers

Trucks and

e Crash reconstruction

e DOT/FMCSR compliance

@ CDL driver hiring, retention,
training

@ Vehicle design, maintenance
and operation

e Cargo loading, forklift and
dock safety

Engineers, Architects, Scientists & Fire Investigators
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860-304-7593 www.robsonforensic.com

Degreed Biomechanical and
Biomedical Engineers, Orthopedic

and SAE

@ Evaluation of injury mechanism to
determine causation

® Sports, recreation and
occupational overuse or injury

e Defect evaluation of medical
implants, assistive devices,
orthotics and medical devices

® Analysis of fall, vehicular collision,
projectile, and assault/fight
injuries
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Biomechanics experts. Members of
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Product designers; Mechanical,
Electrical, and Materials
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tools, lawn/garden equipment, medical
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and Product Engineers; Certified Fire
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ASME, ASHRAE, Association of Facilities
Engineers, NFPA
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started and spread, including
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e Structural, vehicle, product
failure, and equipment fires
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Engineers, Architects, Scientists & Fire Investigators

860-304-7593 www.robsonforensic.com

Aquatics, environmental health and
safety experts and facility operators,
accident reconstruction experts;
Certified by National Swimming Pool
Foundation, National Recreation &
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A LETTER FrROM THE INCOMING PRESIDENT

As a law student at the University of Connecti-
cut, I had the pleasure of taking a course in Trial
Practice from a New London lawyer named Dale
Faulkner —a trial lawyer and a member of CTLA —
his infectious enthusiasm helped show me that I want-
ed to be a trial lawyer. He led by example.

Over ten years ago, Dale asked me to take over that
course at UConn Law School that I continue to teach.
I was honored by that request - especially knowing that
dozens of trial lawyers within CTLA could serve as
more experienced instructors than I.

Ten years later, | now have the honor of serving as Presi-
dent of CTLA. Those of us who teach — and there are
many within the Bar — know both the sincere interest and
worries of current law students and young trial lawyers.
Our profession is experiencing extraordinary challenges.

For example, some interest groups and international
corporations want to make what we do impossible fi-
nancially by outlawing rights and instituting caps on
damages. Now more than ever trial lawyers need to be
vigilant in the legislative arena to protect patient and
consumer rights.

As a profession, trial lawyers face tremendous skepti-
cism and need guidance and solid research. Trial lawyers
need to conduct trials so as to persuade skeptical jurors
to side with the plaintiff when the evidence supports the
plaintiff — CTLA seminars continue to offer excellent re-
search and continuing legal education to provide new and
experienced trial lawyers with the tools to do just that.

Trial lawyers live in extraordinarily difficult economic
times. Many law practices are struggling. In addition,
we all have friends, relatives, neighbors and clients who
have lost jobs, suffered reductions in pay and savings

and who fear that the next job lost may be their own.

Many of us in this profession who have experienced
success have chosen to give back in various ways and
it is upon that sense of sacrifice and public service that
CTLA was built. I am gratified when past CTLA Presi-
dents attend and continue to share their wisdom and
experience at Board and Committee Meetings. CTLA
needs that historical perspective in order to know where
we have been and to decide where we are going as an
organization and a profession.

We cannot forget that at its heart CTLA is a vol-
unteer organization — with busy trial lawyers stepping
up and out of their offices to promote the goals and
values of civil justice for all and not just for a few.
We can never forget that this organization will flour-
ish only when we continue to replenish and diversify
our Board, our Committees, our membership and our
leadership with people who are willing to see beyond
their own survival and help others.

We can all take a lesson from those before us who
sacrificed and reached out to others in need. One of
my clearest childhood memories was watching my
parents around a dining room table pondering bills
and their checkbook and wonder how they were go-
ing to support the family of twelve children of which
I was a part. They found a way and still reached out
to others — others who needed help much more than
my parents did. Tough times have a crystallizing ef-
fect and serve to remind us who and what is truly im-
portant within one’s personal and professional life.

As a parent of three teenage sons, I know that my chil-
dren watch what I do much more closely than what I say
— in these difficult times that lesson applies to our work

as trial lawyers more than
ever. We all know that crit-
icism of some trial lawyers
has at times been justified.
But I know that the bulk
of our membership quietly
and regularly carries out
selfless good acts within
our communities — volun-
teering, tutoring, teaching,
coaching, pro bono efforts,
to name just a few. We can
and will continue to change
the hearts and minds of
others about trial lawyers by doing good works. As David
Ball, the noted trial consultant, stated recently: “there is no
effective weapon against the power of good works.”

The backbone of CTLA is a hardworking staft guid-
ed by lawyers who exhibit genuine enthusiasm for the
practice of law and willingness to serve others. More
than ever, we need to see the best in ourselves and in
our profession — that our word is our bond, that people
are more valuable than profits and that we do good by
doing good works. We need to lead by example.

As a teenager, my father embarrassed me more than
once by giving me a hug and kiss and nagging me to
“remember you are a Polito.” The core of his mes-
sage — to never stray from one’s core values and priori-
ties — has grown more precious to me over time. It is
a message [ will carry with me as I serve this year as
President of CTLA.

— Humbert J. Polito, Jv.

CONNECTICUT TRIAL LAWYERS ASSOCIATION

The CTLA Nominating Committee presents the following slate to be voted on at the Annual Membership Meeting,
Monday, June 8, 2009, Water’s Edge Resort, Westbrook.

2009-2010 Board of Governors

Joel Faxon

Anastasios Savvaides

Christopher Anderson* Martin J. McQuillan

Matthew E. Auger
Peter J. Bartinik, Jr.
James W. Bergenn
Anthony S. Bonadies
Kathleen L. Brandt
Roger B. Calistro
Robert F. Carter
Lewis H. Chimes
Mary Ann Connors
Michael A. D’Amico

Joseph D. Foti, Jr.*
Jeffrey A. Friedler
Shelley L. Graves
Daniel J. Horgan
James D. Horwitz
John J. Houlihan, Jr.
Stephen Jacques
Michael C. Jainchill
Richard J. Kenny
Joshua D. Koskoft*

Ralph J. Monaco

Ron T. Murphy

John F. Naizby

Kenneth P. Namnoun, Jr.
Gregory E. O’Brien
Timothy L. O’Keefe*
Rosemarie Paine
Stephanie Roberge *
Cindy L. Robinson

Betty Ann Rogers

Matthew Shafner, Emeritus
Barry J. Sinoway

Paul A. Slager*

Michael A. Stratton
Vincent Trantolo

Jason E. Tremont

Martha S. Triplett

Joseph G. Walsh

Nicholas E. Wocl

Lincoln D. Woodard*

Harold L. Rosnick*
Christian G. Sarantopoulos

Steven D. Ecker
Steven J. Errante

James Wu
Angelo A. Ziotas

*New Nominees to the Board of Governors

Jason L. McCoy
Gerard McEnery

2009-2010 Officers

President: Humbert J. Polito, Jr.
President Elect: David W. Cooney
Vice President: John J. Kennedy, Jr.
Treasurer: Michael J. Walsh

Past Presidents

Robert B. Adelman
Carl D. Anderson
James D. Bartolini
Richard A. Bieder
Christopher D. Bernard
Stewart M. Casper
Thomas A. Cloutier
William. Davis
(Emeritus)

William F. Gallagher
Andrew S. Groher
Ira B. Grudberg
(Emeritus)

R. Bartley Halloran
Joseph R. Mirrione
Garrett M. Moore
Kathleen L. Nastri
Richard L. Newman

Anthony A. Piazza
Robert I. Reardon, Jr.
Robert R. Sheldon
Richard A. Silver
Eugene K. Swain
William J. Sweeney, Jr.
Ernest F. Teitell

Secretary: Douglas P. Mahoney
Parliamentarian: Joram Hirsch
Immed. Past President:
Kathryn Emmett

AAJ State Governors

Stewart M. Casper
Kathleen L. Nastri

AAJ State Delegates

Kathleen L. Brandt
Michael A. Stratton
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